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THE PRELUDE 
 
 “Savior of the Nations, Come!”              Dieterich Buxtehude & J.S. Bach  
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.”                                                Lynn Trapp 
“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”    Healey Willan &  Richard Warner 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                                                           Craig Phillips 
 “Noel Grand Jeu et Duo”                                                                        Louis Claude Daquin 
 
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN (All stand.) 

 
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                                  Adeste Fidelis 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come, ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
 
Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
God from God, Light from Light eternal, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Only begotten Son of the Father; 
Refrain 
 
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
Refrain 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, glory in the highest; 
Refrain 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
Refrain 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER (All remain standing.) 

 

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves 
so that we may be shown its true meaning.  Let it be our care and delight to hear again 
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which has come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the 
first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought to us by this holy 
Child, and let us make this place glad with our carols and praise. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 
the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in 
this country and within this village.  And because this of all things would rejoice his 
heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and helpless; the hungry and 
the oppressed; the sick and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, 
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and Holy Mother, and all those who rejoice 
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, 
we forever more are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself taught us: 
 
All:    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Officiant: The almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels 
bring us all. Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 
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THE INVITATORY “Come, Jesus, Holy Child”                                                Healey Willan 
 

Come, Jesus, holy Child, to me; 
Close tight my heart to all but Thee; 
And with Thy Holy Spirit’s grace 
Make me, dear Lord, Thy dwelling place. 
 

And leave me not, Thou welcome Guest, 
A promise in Thy Word expressed, 
With Thee alone will always be 
All joy and blessedness for me. 
 

With joy and love I wait for Thee 
To come with Thy good gifts to me; 
Stay close to me through all may days; 
Then let me sing in heav’n Thy praise. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3 
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the  
seed of a woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 

 

ANTHEM “O Heavenly Word”               C K Brown 
  

O heavenly Word, eternal Light; 
Begotten of the Father’s might; 
Who in these latter days was born 
For blessing to a world forlorn. 
 

Pour light upon us from above, 
and fire our hearts with ardent love, 
that, as we hear thy truth today, 
all wrong desires may burn away. 
 

And when, as judge, thou drawest nigh 
the secrets of our hearts to try, 
to recompense each hidden sin,  
and bid the saints their reign begin. 
 

O let us not, for evil past, 
be driven from thy face at least, 
but  with thy saints evermore 
behold thee, love thee and adore. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his  
seed the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 
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ANTHEM “E'en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”         Paul Manz 
 

Peace be to you and grace from Him Who freed us from our sin 
Who loved us all, and shed his blood That we might saved be. 
 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord 
The Lord almighty God 
Who was and is, and is to come 
Sing holy, holy Lord. 
 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon,  
For Christ is coming soon. 
 

E'en so Lord Jesus quickly come 
And night shall be no more 
They need no light, no lamp, nor sun For Christ will be their All! 
 

 Adapted from Revelation 22 

 

CAROL “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (All stand.)                                      Veni Emmanuel  
  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times didst give the law, 
in cloud, and majesty and awe. Refrain 
 

O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, 
free them from Satan's tyranny 
that trust  thy mighty power to save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 
 

(Please be seated.) 
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THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9 
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

 

SOLO “Comfort ye my people”  

 “Every valley shall be exalted” from Messiah         G.F. Handel 
Lou Shafer, Tenor 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11 
The peace that Christ will bring is foretold. 

 

ANTHEM “Lo, How a Rose, E’er Blooming”      arr. Mark Schweizer 
 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-gone was the night. 
 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
She bore to men a Savior 
When half-gone was the night. 

 

CAROL “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (All stand.)                          O Divinum Mysterium 
 

 Of the Father’s love begotten, 
 Ere the worlds began to be, 
 He is Alpha and Omega, 
 He the source and ending, he, 
 Of the things that are, that have been, 
 And that future years shall see, 
 Evermore and evermore! 
 

 O that birth forever blessed, 
 When the Virgin, full of grace, 
 By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
 Bore the Savior of our race; 
 And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
 First revealed His sacred face, 
 Evermore and evermore! 
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 Christ, to Thee with God the Father, 
 And, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
 Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 
 And unwearied praises be; 
 Honor, glory and dominion, 
 And eternal victory, 
 Evermore and evermore! 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

ANTHEM “Gabriel’s Message”            Basque Carol, arr. John Rutter 

C K Brown, soloist 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"All hail,” said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favor'd lady," Gloria! 
 

"For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee, 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favor'd lady," Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
"To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
"My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy name." 
Most highly favor'd lady, Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel the Christ, was born, 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
Most highly favor'd lady, Gloria! 

 
 

THE SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2 
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

 

ANTHEM “My Dancing Day”                arr. William Witherup 
 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 
I would my true love did so chance  
to see the legend of my play, 
to call my true love to my dance. 
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Refrain 
Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love, 
this have I done for my true love. 
 

Thus was I born of a Virgin pure,  
of her I took fleshly substance;  
thus was I knit to human nature,  
to call my true love to my dance. 
Refrain 
 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was,  
so very poor, this was my chance, 
betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 
to call my true love to my dance.  
Refrain 
 

Then afterwards baptized I was; 
the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
My Father's voice heard from above 
to call my true love to my dance.  
Refrain 
 

        Text and melody from Sandys, 1833 

 

THE SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2 
The shepherds go to the manger. 

 

ANTHEM “What Is This Lovely Fragrance”            arr. Gerald Near 
 

What is this lovely fragrance  
wafting like to the scents of flowers in spring! 
Shepherds, O tell us, whence such beauty, 
Hear you not heavenly caroling? 
 

Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps 
Seek the savior born today. 
Low at his feet we lay our treasure, 
Heart's adoration, love for aye. 
 

        Poem translated from the French by YSOBEL 

 

THE EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

 

DUET “Nativity Carol”                      John Rutter 

Christy Shafer and Rosie Owens 
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THE NINTH LESSON: John 1 (All stand.) 
  St. John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

Ushers will come forward during this singing of this anthem to collect an offering  
to benefit the Special Music Fund of Saint Matthias’ Church. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Sing We Noel”               Noël Goemanne 
 

Sing we noel! 
Christ was born for us today; 
Love and peace be here to stay. 
Now we raise to heaven our voice, 
Sing we now, rejoice! Sing we noel! 
 

Mary now filled with heavenly joy: 
“Emmanuel” she named the Boy. 
Heaven is near, “O do not fear,” the angel said, “The Christ is here!” 
 

Heaven came to earth, 
He saved us by His birth. 
O mighty Child, O King of kings, the universe in praise now sings. 

 
(All kneel.) 

 

THE CONCLUDING COLLECT AND BLESSING 
 
O God who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son 
Jesus Christ:  Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with 
sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 

May He who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and 
always.  Amen. 
 
 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN (All stand.) 

 

 “The First Nowell”                 The First Nowell 
 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
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Refrain  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
They look-ed up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night.  
Refrain 
 
And by the light of the same star, 
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went.  
Refrain 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
And with his blood our life hath bought.  
Refrain 

  
 
THE POSTLUDE:  “In Dulci Jubilo”                                                                            J.S. Bach 
 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED  
TO  RECEPTION IN ALL SAINTS’ HALL. 
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CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US! 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY EUCHARIST (RITE II) 4 P.M. 

CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL EUCHARIST (RITE I) 10 P.M. 

CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE II) 10 A.M. 

 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

THE REV. ANN M. TILLMAN, OFFICIANT 
 

READERS 
ALICE BROWN 

MAGGIE SHAFER 
JOHN WHITNEY 

KATHRYN METZGER 
MARGOT TREADWELL 

SAXON DECK 
MARY SHERIDAN 
NANCY HUGHES 

 

PAUL BARTHOLOMY, CRUCIFER 
JASON TILLMAN, VERGER 

 

ACOLYTES 
RUTH METZGER 
ABBY SHAFER 

MAGGIE SHAFER 
MARGOT TREADWELL 

 

USHERS 
JIM DECK 

CALVIN METZGER 
PAUL METZGER 
ERIC SHERIDAN 
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THE CHOIR 

 SOPRANO        ALTO 
 KATE COLEY     LYNN ENSMINGER 
 ROSIE OWENS     NANCY FRANKLIN 
 JANET SCHACK     JOANN MACRAE 
 CHRISTY SHAFER     MELANIE METZGER 
 SUSAN SICKELS     SARAH PICTOR  
 LAURA WHITNEY     JOAN SCHADE  
 MAGGIE ZINDLE          
        
     
 TENOR      BASS 
 SCOTT FRANKLIN       CHARLIE BROWN 
 LOU SHAFER     TOM KUNTZ 
 BRANDON WILLIAMS     JOHN WHITNEY 

       
    

JORDAN WILLIAMS, ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 


